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John Brown's Raid at Harpers Ferry and the
Sectional Crisis in North Carolina
Bv VIC'l'OR B. HowARo•
John Brown's Raid at Harpers Ferry, Virginia, on Octobn 16, 1859, caused a
national trauma deeper than any ever experiencea by the American nation. After long years of conflict over slavery it seemed to many in the South as if John
Brown were the embodi ment of northern sentiment. Brown's raid transformed
American society into two nations. The separation awaited only the formal
declaratioil. Aa the news of the invasion moved across the land, every edition of
every southern newspaper published reports a lmost more astonishing th an the
raid itself. From Virginia to Georgin, from Alabama to Texas, rumors multiplied
daily about slave insurrections fomented by mysterious white invaders from the
North, while vigilance committees were organized thro~ghout the South with
the conviction that almost any stranger might be an abolitionist agent of old
John Brown.1
As events were seen in the South, Virginia had been invaded by a northern
horde and the national arsenal at Harpers Ferry seized. Slavery had been
assaulted on soil which had been guaranteed secure by the federal Constitution,
and a servile war had been inaugurated in order that blacks might ravish,
despoil, and murder. In the agitated southern mind the danger was easily exaggerated . At the first alarm it seemed as though the whole abolition army-if
not the entire meddlesome northern civiliza tion itself-was in active motion to
start the " irrepressible conflict."•
The wave of panic approaching hysteria which swept across North Carolina
following John Brown's Raid was especially violent. The extensive border Nort h
Carolina possessed in common with Virginia magnified the anxieties; and the
memory of the several plots and alleged conspiracies which had been discovered
•Dr. Howard is p:ofessor of history, School of Social Science, Morehead State Univeroity,
Morehead, Kentucky.
' New York Herald , ~ovembe r 16, 1859. It was alleged in the New York Herald t het such
Republican stalwarts as Horace Greeley, founder and editor of the New York Tribun e, U.S. Sens.
J obn P . Hale (New Ha mp hire), William H. . eward ( 'ew York), Charles Sumner and Henry Wilson
(both of Massachusetts), U. . Rep. Joshua P.. Giddings (O hio). and for mer U.S. Sen. simon P .
Chase (Ohio) had been told of John Brown's approaching invasion a full year in advance of the event
and that they had not informed authorities. 'ew 'fork Herald, October 2i, 29, 1859.
' Five months before the invasion of \ 'irgmia a book that advocated Ne~o insurrection with the aid
of armed wh ite allies from the '.'forth had been freely circulated The author. James Redpath. aware
of Brown's plani;, addressed Old Brown thus in the dt>dicalion: " You, Old hero! believe that t.1e slave
should be aided and urged to insurrection and hence do I lay this tribute at your feet." James Redpath, The Roving Editor or Talks with Slaves in the Southern States ( ew York: A. B. Burdick,
1859), iii-vii.
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there in the wake of the Nat Turner Rebellion of 1831 accelerated the excitement.'
The belief that the Brown plot included plans for a general uprising of slaves
was strengthened by the publication in November, 1859, of two letters to Johri
· Brown from a fictitious Lawrence Thatcher. Thatcher, passing as a clergyman o~
a merchant, reported that he had been traveling through the Upper South mak;
ing arrangements for a general insurrection of slaves with the aid of antislavery
native whites.• Northern schoolteachers in the South, Thatcher said, were the
most effective advance agents of the northern plot to overthrow slavery. The fact
that the letters were early in 1860 proven to be a hoax did little to moderate the
activities aimed at securing the South against attacks on s!&vjlry. Near the end
of November, 1859, the North Carolina Whig of Charlotte ;~printed an article
from the New York Herald that reported the preparation of another insurrection
in the North which would be carried out on a scale more extensive and more
violent than the Harpers Ferry affair.'
The Times of Greensboro also reprinted an article from the New York Journal
of Commerce in which it was stated that John Brown expected reinforcements
from North Carolina as well as from other states in the Upper Sout.h; and some
North Carolina journals reported that Brown had confessed that he had traveled
as far south as the North Carolina line. Even if there were secret enemies
within-among the South's free Negroes, nonslaveowning whites, and northernborn residents-much more to be feared were the northern abolitionist
emissaries. 'rhe Murfreesboro Citizen urged the people to take measures to unmask these "dodging and flitting scoundrels" and "travelling abolition letterwriters" who were constantly traversing the state. 6 The editor of the Washington
3
Tennessee Baptist (Nashville), May 19, 1860; Western Carolinian (Salisbury), October 17, 1831,
hereinafter cited as Western Carolinian; Fayetteville Observer, September 14, 15, 1831, cited by Eric
Foner in Nat Turner (Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall, 1971), 62-64; North Carolina Gov.
l\iontfort Stokes to South Carolina Gov. James Hamilton, November 18, 1831, Governors' Letter
Books, Montfort Stokes, Archives, Division of Archives and History, Raleigh; R.H. Taylor, "Slave
Conspiracies in North Carolina," North Carolina Historical Review, V (January, 1928), 32i Robe.rt
N. Elliott, "The Nat Turner Ins~rrection as Reported in the North Caroline. Press,'' North Carolina
Historical Review, XXXVJII (January, 1961), 1-18.
4
New York Times, November 17, 1859; New York Tribune, November 18, 1859; Memphis Enquirer
(Tennessee), cited by North Carolina Argus (\V~qesboro), November 24, 1859; Lawrence Thatcher to
Capt. John Brown, October 3, 1859, in North Carolina Whig {Charlotte), No\•ember 22, 1859,
hereinafter cited as North Carolina Whig; Salisbury Banner, November 29, 1859.
5
Daily Progress (New Bern), January 13, 1860, hereinafter cited as Daily Progress; New York
Herold, November 21, 1859, cited by North Carolina Whig, November 29, 1859.
6 Journal of Commerce (New York), cited by Times (Greensboro), November 5, 1859, hereinafter
cited as Tinies; Citi"zen (I\-lurfreesboro), November 23, December 23, 1859, hereinafter cited as
Citizen. Among the documents which were seized by the authorities et the farm rented by Brown in
Maryland were maps of southern states, including North Carolina, with certain widely scattered
areas and localities marked with symbols. See C. Van Woodward, The Burden of Southern History
(Baton Rouge; Louisiana State University Press, 1960), 62, hereinafter cited as Woodward, The Burden of Southern History; Daniel R. Goodloe, the assistant editor of the antislavery nevi.'Spaper
National Era (Washington, D~C.), hereinafter cited art Ncitiorial Era, who in early 1860 became the
editor, was a native of Louisburg, Franklin County, and a recent resident of North Carolina.A.slate
as 1858 he had published The Southern Platform or A!anual of Southern Sentiment on the Subject of
Slauery (Beston: John P. Jewett, 1858). See North Carolina Standard (semiweekl), Raleigh),
January 21, 1860. This newspaper was published at \'arious times as a weekly, semiweekly, Snd
triweekly; it will be hereinafter cited as the NOrih Carolina Standard, with editions othar than the
weekly edition specifically noted.
'
;

VOLUME L V. NUl.tBER .;, OCTOBER, 1973

•

398

VICTOR B. HOWARD

\1,.rt:

This daguerreotype of John Brow~ as a middle-aged·
man is said to hnve been regarded by Broti:n's family as
his best likeness. Photograph courtesy Library of Congress, Yl ashington.
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(N.C.) Dispatch agreed that Yankee schoolmasters, booksellers, and vendors of
Yankee notions ought to be watched, questioned, and examined; and if they
could not give a good account of themselves, they should be put where they could
not harm others.' In the name of security, every northerner was assumed to be an
abolitionist agent, and the burden of proof of innocence was placed on the
visitor.
The editor of the Raleigh Register conceded that "strangers from the North"
would find the surveillance annoying, but he insisted that every stranger coming
to the South must be considered "as prima facie an incendiary" upon whom the
burden must be thrown of proving the contrary.' Throughout North Carolina
vigilance committees were organized to deal with itinerant abolitionists. At a
meeting in Asheville it was resolved that all visitors should be "subjected to the
most rigid scrutiny." If there was "a probable cause" to believe that visitors:
might be abolitionist emissaries, they should be "taken up," subjected to "a
searching examination," and "dealt witq accordingly."'
Few voices counseled the exercise of ·~aution to protect the due process and
civil rights of northern visitors. A notable exception was the editor of the
Carolina Watchman, who warned that the harassment of northerners without
reason was to be regretted "not only on account of its tendency to aggravate that
state of unrest which nearly always precedes violence" but because it was "apt to
lead to indiscrimination and wrong." All justly suspicious persons should be held
to "a strict and prompt accountability for every violation of the law," concluded
i Washington Dispatch, cited by Carolina Watchman (Salisbury), November 29, 1859, hereinafter
cited as Carolina Watchman.
·
8 Raleigh Register, cited by North Carolinian (Fayetteville), December 3, 1859, hereinafter cited as:
North Carolinian; and Daily Bulletin (Charlott~~i DeceI?~er 3, 1859, hereinafter cited as Daily,
Bulletin.
··
9
Asheville News, December 29, 1859.
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County map of Virginia and
North Carolina, 1860, showing
Virginia's pre-Civil \Var configuration. In 1863 much of the
northwestern portion of the state
aiid a tier of its northern counties were admitted to the Union
as .\Vest Virginia. Harpers
Ferry is shown on the VirginiaMaryland boundary line, between the 77th and 78th parallels Of longitude. Map from Mitchell's New General Atlas . . .
(Philadelphia: S. A. Mitchell,
Jr., 18GO); photograph courtesy
North Carolina Collection, University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill.
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the editor, but northern men "whose characters, behavior, sentiments, [and]
business connections" assured the South of their integrity as law-abiding men
should be countenanced."
The South had been conscious of the dangers that threatened its .social system
through the medium of printed propaganda since the abolitionist· campaign to
distribute antislavery literature in the summer of 1835. Even earli~r~-in 1830North Carolina had been greatly agitated ·when an incendiacy pamphlet
published by David Walker, a former black citizen of Wilmington, was found circulating in the state. John Brown's Raid renewed efforts in the South to prevent
abolitionist material and incendiary publications from being delivered through
the U.S. postal service. The postmaster at Falls Church, Virginia,· asked
Postmaster General Joseph E. Holt whether he should obey Virginia's law
against the circulation of incendiary publications. Holt, contrary to the provisions of a statute enacted by Congress in 1836 following the controversy in the
previous year concerning censorship of the mail, ruled that the p~ople of Virginia
could, "by appropriate legal proceeding," destroy incendiary material entering
the state.11
In North Carolina, Hinton Rowan Helper's The Impending Crisis of the
South, which had caused little excitement when first published in 1857, was the
chief object of those who would bar antislavery literature from the mail. But
publications of all anti-southern northerners were subjected to censorship. In
February, 1860, two speeches of Sen. Henry Wilson of Massachusetts were
withheld from delivery by the postmaster at Leechville, who informed Wilson of
the fact; and the circulation of Harper's Weekly was stopped in Raleigh by a
·court order. On December 6 the Council of State met at the call of Gov. John W.
Ellis in the absence of a legislative session that year and resolved to promulgate
a document which outlined measures the state governinent should take to
protect its citizens. Among the measures adopted by the council was the
proposal that "All postmasters in the state be forbidden, under penalty of the
law" to deliver papers and books of an incendiary character. The Fayetteviile
North Carolinian took particular pains to call the attention oflocai postmasters
to this section. The editor of the North Carolina Standard of Raleigh estimated
that there were probably between one and two hundred copies of the New York
Tribune being received in the state. He reminded postmasters that this
1

°Carolina Watchman, November 29, 1859.
Congressional Record, Fifty-third Congress, Second Session, 1893-1894 (Washington: Government Printing Office. 1894), XXVI, Part IX, Appendix, Part 1, 4. Joseph Holt to Charles A. Orton,
December 5, 1859, in [William Lloyd Garrison], The New "Reign of Terror" in the Slaveholding
States, for 1859-1860 (New York: American Anti-Slavery Society, 1860), 9, hereinafter cited as Garrison, The New "Reign of Terror" in the Slaveholding States; Clement Eaton, "A Dangerous
Pamphlet in the Old South," Journal of Southern History, II (August, 1936), 331-333; Clement
Eaton, The Freedom of Thought Struggle in the Old South (New York: Harper and Row, 1964), 205;
Henry H. Simms, Emotion at High Tide: Abolition as a Controversial Factor, 1830-1845 (Baltimore:
Moore and Company, 1960), 91; \V. Sherman· Savage, The Controversy ouer the Distribution of
Abolition Literature, 1830-1860 (Washington, D.C.: Association for the Study of Negro Life and
History, 1938), 81. The South had barred abolitionist literature during other critical periods
throughout the antebellum period, and Postmaster General Caleb Cushing had rendered a ruling
similar to Holt's in 1857. A microfilm copy of V/alker's Appeal' in Four Articles . .. written in Boston
. . . Sept. 28, 1829 (Boston: D. Walker [second editiop. with corrections}, 1830) is in the North
Carolina Collection, University of North Carolina LibrBfY, Chapel Hill.
11
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Hinton Rowan Helper (1829-1909), author of The Impending Crisis of the South: Hour to Meet It (1857). Engraving from Langston Hughes, Milton Meltzer, and C.
Eric Lincoln, A Pictorial Hist_ory of Blackamericans
(New York: Cro"Nll Publishers, Inc., fourth revised edition, c.. 1973 [originally published as A Pictorial History of the Negro in America (Nevi York: Crown,
1956)]), p. 147.
•

newspaper and other incendiary publications should "be committed to the
flames. " 12
The fear of the arrival of inflammatory publications in the mail did not cause
as much excitement in North Carolina as it did in Virginia. In North-Carolina
the people were more concerned about abolitionist emissaries who were suspected of coming in disguise from the North. This anxiety was articulated best by
George Fitzhugh of Virginia. Whiie not one in twenty northerners would incite
slaves to insurrection, he said, the danger arose from the fact that one man could
"fire a magazine, and no one can foresee where the match will be applied, or
what the extent and consequences of the explosion.~· Fitzhugh pinpointed t!~e
concern:
Our wives and our daughters will see in every new Yankee face an abolition missionarj.

We, the men of the South, may feel for their fears, and go about to remove the cause that
excites them, without being amenable to the charge of cowardice or of overcautiousness.13

The fears expressed about northern transients did not remain theoretical. In
November, 1859, two young Connecti~ut book peddlers were arrested in
Salisbury and charged with "tampering" with slaves, feeling the pulse of nonsiaveholding whites; and confabulating with free Negroes. The peddlers'
baggage was examined, and the two were detained for a hearing before a
12 Hinton Rowan Helper, The Impending Crisis of the South: How to Meet It (New York: Burdick
Brothers, 1857); Garrison, The New ''Reign of Terror" in the Slaueholding States, II, 129-130; North
Carolinian, cited by National Anti-Slavery Standard (New York), January 28, 1860, hereinafter cited
as National Anti-Slavery Standard; resolutions of the Council of State, Governors' Office, Counc~l
Journals, GO 125, December 6, 1859, State·~o\rchives, hereii1after cited as North Carolina Council of
State Journals; Iredell Expre:;s (Statesville)_, De_cember 16, 1859, hereinafter cited as Iredell Express,;
North Carolinian, December 17, 1859; North Carolina Standard, semiweekly, December 17, 1859;
North Carolina Standard, cited by Daily Progress (Nelv .Befn), January 4, 1860, hereinafter cited a~
Daily Progress.
.
"DeBow's Reuiew, XXVIl (January, 1860), 1.

I

.

I
'

VOLUME

.--

~-==-·

Ll~

--;:---

NUMBER 4, OCTOBER, 1978

402

VICTOR

B. HOWARD

magistrate. Although Iio factual incriminating evidence was presented against
them, the salesmen were held over for an appearance before the superior court. ,
After their_ supervisor verified that the two were legitimate book agents, the I
judge released them to return to the North inasmuch as their'ohly fault arose'
from ignorance of the South's social system."
·
;
The book peddlers, upon reaching Connecticut, reported that they had· had to·
be protected from a mob by deputized citizens who escorted·them to jail and
that even after the charges against them had been dropped they were permitted
the security of the jail for another day while the emotions of the townspeople
subsided. 1·1 When public opinion seemed to be inclining toward tar and feathers,
the Carolina Watchman insisted that this was a popular error. Society should
not overturn the restraints of law, declared the editor, as such action placed
them "upon the same platform with wrong doers." The Daily Progress of New
Bern dissented. "No doubt but all such are abolition agents in disguise,"
reasoned the editor, "and we can conceive no remedy likely to prove of so much
efficacy as tar and feathers. Let them be applied to them.""
Other book agents came under surveillance or were arrested in Statesville and
Fayetteville, but they possessed no incendiary publications, and no evidence was
uncovered to indicate that they were abolitionist agents." In other parts of the
state an organ-grinder, a peddler of fruit trees, and a debt-collecting northern
lawyer were forced to leave the state by civil authorities and vigilance committees.1' A seller of coat patterns and an agent vending patent rights on churns fled
the state before they were seized by legal authorities or vigilante committees. 1'
The cases against these northern agents consisted of accusations of conversing
with slaves and free blacks or of charges that they approved of or failed to condemn the Republican party. Strong measures were said to be necessary to prevent the occurrence of a foray in North Carolina similar to Brown's raid in
Virginia.
Some northerners who had taken up permanent residence in North Carolina
were forced to leave the state. The Reverend B. C. Smith of New York, a
Methodist minister who settled in North Carolina in the service ofthe conservative Southern Aid Society, had to move to another state because he was
14
"Cosmo" to Editor, November 20, 1859, Daily· Progress, cited by National Anti-Slauery
Standard, December 17, 1859; Garrison, The New "Reign of Terror" in the Slaveholding States, 7779; Salisbury Banner, November 29, 1859; North Carolinian, December 3, 1859; Carolina
Watchman, December 6, 1859; Wilmington Journal, December 8, 1859; Hartford Press (Connecticut), cited by Carolina Watchman, December 27, 1859, hereinafter cited as Hartford Press;
National Anti-Slavery Standard, December 24, 1859.
15 Salisbury Banner, cited by Carolina Watchman, December 27, 1859; Hartford Press, Decen1ber
12, 1859, cited in Garrison, The New ·~Reign of Terror" in the Slaveholding States, 44-46; "Cosmo" to
Daily Progress, cited by National Anti-Slavery Standard, December 17, 1859. The editor of the
Salisbury Banner denounced the peddlers as liars and described the incident from his point of view.
16
Carolina Watchman, December 6, 1859; Daily Progress, December 29, 1859.
11
Iredell Express, December 23, 1859; Fayetteville Observer, cited by iVilmingtonJournal, December 29, 1859; Daily Progress, December 29, 1859.
·
18 Carolina Watchman, November 29, 1859; Asheville News, December 22, 1859; Daily Herald 1
(Wilmington), January 20, 1860, hereiiiafter cited es Daily Herald; A Fresh Catalogue of Suuthern
Outrages Upon Northern Citizens (New York: American Anti-Slavery Society [Anti-Slavery Tracts, ·
No. 14, New Series], 1860), 50, hereinafte!r cited as A Fresh Catalogue of Southern Outrages.
19
North Carolinian, January 14, February 18, 1860; Asheville News, December 22, 1859.
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suspected of entertaining antislavery sentiments."' In 1850 Perly Seaver of
Massachusetts settled in Bartonsville, Chowan County, where he operated a'
steam-powered mill. Since there was no church in the community, Seaver called I
~he people together, read the Bible, and spoke on religion. Rumors were spread I
abroad that he preached abolitionism. A committee called on him, and, !
although the rumors were not verified, Seaver was ordered to leave the area'
because five Negroes had been permitted tci attend one of his meetings. 21 L. D.
Rockwell, formerly of Connecticut, was driven out of Kinston by a vigilante committee on the charge that he was suspected of making statements detrimental to
the slavery system.~'
Shortly after the Connecticut book peddlers were arrested in Salisbury, a
Scottish laborer by the name of Alexander (Sandy) Tate announced about the
streets of the town that he was an abolitionist and that he sympathized with
John Brown. Tate had expressed similar sentirµents in the past but had been
ignored. On this occasion, however, he was taken up by a mob that shaved his
head, tarred and feathered him, rode him on a rail, and threw him in a creek. He
admitted that he had written passes for slaves and had traded with them. He
was permitted to leave town, but because of his defiant attitude some of the
townspeople pursued Tate and brought him back to stand trial." The Carolina
Watchman condemned the mob action and urged the people to "preserve the
majesty of the Law." "Let us be zealous for the Law and its faithful execution,
showing mercy when we can, but never outraging the panoply of our own
strength, safety and protection," counseled the editor."
A short time after the mob action against Tate a farmer in the vicinity of
Salisbury "narrowly escaped" lynching because he expressed sentiments against
slavery. Mob action was probably foiled when he was taken into the custody of
the law." Early in January, 1860, a worker on the Coalfield Railroad near
Fayetteville who expressed sympathy for John Brown was hanged twice to the
point of being strangled before he was permitted to make his escape." In
Mecklenburg County a member of the grand jury was dismissed from the panel,
20
Northern Christian Advocate (New Yol'k), cited by Garrison, The New "Reign of Terror" in the
Slaveholding States, 115; Liberator (Boston), February 10, 1860, hereinafter cited as Liberator. For a
discllssion of the domestic missionary work of the Southent Aid Society see Victor B. Howard, "Th~
Southern Aid Society and the Slavery Controversy," Church History, XLI (June, 1972), 208-224. The
Southern Aid Society was organized in Ne\v York on September 28-29, 1853, to aid slaveholding
ministers and churches, thereby filling a vacuum in the work of the American Home Missionary
Society.
21
Worcester Transcript (Massachusetts), January 17, 1860; New York Tribune, January 23, 1860;
Citizen, November 23, 1859. For details regarding the agitati6n in Bartonsville, Chowan County,
following John Brown's Raid at Harpers Ferry which led to the expulsion of Seaver, see Thomas C.
Parramore, "The Bartons of Bartonville," North Carolina Historical Review, LI (January, 1974), 23,

27.
22

A Fresh Catalogue of Southern Outrages, 71.
Salisbury Banner, November 29, 1859; Carolina Watchman, November 29, 1859; North
Carolinian, December 3, 1859; GarriSon,' The New "Reign of Terror" in the Slaveholding States, 79.
_A,. search of the extant Rowan County court· records in the· North Carolina State Archives did not
reveal the final disposition of this case. The Rowan County Superio! Court State Docket for 1859 is
23

--~
ucarolina Watchman, November 29; 1859.

u"Cosmo" to Editor, Daily Progress, December 2, 1859; Daily Progress, Decemb.er 8, 1859.
26
North·Carolinian, January 14, 1860i'Daily Her~ld, January 11, 1860.
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The Reverend A.dam Crooks arrived in Guilford County in
October, 1847, as the first Wesleyan Methodist missionary
preacher in the South. He was joined by the Reverend Jesse
McBride in 1849. The two men departed the state.in 1851 after
being arrested and tried the previous year for antislavery activity. Engraving from Roy S. Nicholson, Wesleyan Methodism in the South (Syracuse, N.Y.: W'8leyan Methodist Publishing House. 1933). P, 30.

indicted, and held for trial for expressing sentiments in opposition to slavery.
Newspaper reports said that he resided in an antislavery community ten miles·
north of Charlotte and that the antislavery residents held prayer meetings in
support of the removed juryman after he was indicted. Eventually, several men
were arrested in Mecklenburg County for circulating Helper's The Impending

Crisis."
The area of greatest agitation was in the western Piedmont .counties of
Guilford, Randolph, Chatham, Forsyth, Orange, Person, and Alamance. It was
from this region that a Free Soil party state convention in Orange County drew
fifty delegates in 1848." The controversy concerning the Compromise of 1850
agitated public opinion in North Carolina to the extent that Jesse McBride and
Adam Crooks, two Wesleyan Methodist missionaries with strong antislavery
views, were arrested in Guilford County in the autumn of 1850. A certain Mr.
Montgomery, apparently a minister, had heard one of the missionaries preach to
an audience which included twenty or thirty Negroes. McBride was sentenced to
twenty lashes, to stand in the pillory for one hour, and imprisonment for a year.
He appealed his case, but because he was unable in the meantime to carry on his
religious work McBride negotiated a release from bail and returned to Ohio.
Crooks was acquitted, but he also soon left the state."
riJuryman David F. Da·.ris (of Ferrelltown or Farrelltown) was released on a bond of $1,000 for appearance at the spring, 1860, term of the Mecklenburg County Superior Court; bowever, the extant
Mecklenburg County Superior Court records do not show that the case ever came to trial. Mecklenburg County, Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions, February, 1860, term, in Minutes, 1857-1865, 282;
Mecklenburg County, Superior Court, r-..Hnute Docket, 1856-1868, State Archives. See also North
Carolina Whig, February 7, 1860; Daily Bulletin, cited in Garrison, The l'lew "Reign of Terror" in the
Slaveholding States, 134; Hugh C. Bailey, Hinton Rowan He_lper: .4bolitionist-Racist (University:
University of Alabama Press, 1967),· 57, hereinafter cited as Bailey, Hinton Rowan Helper.
23
Pennsylvania Freeman (Philadelphia), October 19, 1848; American Freeman (Milwaukee,
Wisconsin), October 25, 1848, citing North Carolina ·Patriot (Weldon).
'
1
211 Greensborough Patriot, September 28, October 5 12, 19, 1850; Raleigh Register, October ·23,
1
1850; North State Whig (Washington, N.C.), November 13. 1850; Jerry L. Surratt, "The Role ofl?is-
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John Brown's Raid on Harpers Ferry nine years later' renewed the agitation in
the western Piedmont. Quaker John Stafford, who had befriended missionaries ,
McBride and Crooks, was charged with being in communication with John
Brown. The fact that Stafford had entertained the missionaries seemed to
strengthen the case against him, but the charges were eventually dropped."
When a box containing approximately 200 copies of Helper's The Impending
Crisis was accidentally opened at High Point the excitement increased, 31 and the
search for enemies within the state intensified. George W. Vestal, a
schoolteacher in the Piedmont region, was driven from his school by two men,
contrary to t)le wishes of his patrons. He was later arrested on the charge that he
had confessed himself to be an abolitionist and had uttered aboiitionist and incendi,ary sentiments. Vestal's father was an antislavery clergyman in the
Northwest, and it was known that the schoolteacher had at an earlier date kept
in his schoolhouse petition forms that urged repeal of the Fugitive Slave Law. No
testimony was given to show that he had distributed The Impending Crisis, and
evidence revealed that he had condemned the methods of John Brown. However,
because he was an avowed abolitionist, Vestal was put under bond to appear for
trial at the next term of the Chatham County Superior Court, and there the
warrant was dismissed."
One of the first native North Carolinians to feel the wrath of the people of his
state was Daniel Worth. Worth was born in Guilford County but had as a youth
emigrated to Indiana. In his new environment he had become a Wesleyan
minister, was elected to the legislature, and in 1843 was named president of the
Indiana State Anti-Slavery Society." Worth returned to North Carolina in 1857
as a missionary for the American Missionary Association. He distributed a large.
number of standard.antislavery publications ir. the state, books which he reported were "doing a work little inferior to the living preacher." Helper's The Impending Crisis was among the titles he distributed. Although he denoun~ed

• 1

Sent in Community Evolution among Moravians in Salem, 1772-1860," North Carolina Histori~al
Review, Lill (July, 1975), 251; Clifton H. Johnson, "Abolitionist Missionary Activities in North
Carolina," North Carolina Historical Review, XL (July, 1953), 298-301, hereinafter cited as Johnson,
"Abolitionist Missionary Activities itl North Carolina"; Guion Griffis Johnson, Ante-Bellu.m North
Carolina: A Social History (Chapel Hill: Univetsity of North Carolina Press, 1937), 575-577,
hereinafter cited as Johnson, Ante-Bellum North Carolina; Adelaide L. Fries, Forsyth County

I

-!

(Winston, N.C.: Stewarts' Printing House, 1898), 75.
~John Stafford to Thomas Ruffin, January 15, 24, 18SO, in J. G. de Roulhac Hamilton (ed.). Th<
Papers of Thomas Ruffin (Raleigh: North Carolina Historical Commission, 4 volumes, 1918-1920),
ID, 63-64, 65-67, hereinafter cited &s Hamilton, Ruffin Papers; Adelaide L. Fries and others (eds.),
Records of the Moravians in North Carolina (Raleigh: North Carolina Historical Co1nmission and
State Department of Archives and History, 11 volumes, 1922-1969), X, 5498, entry by George

I

Bahnson in "Salem Diary," October 11, 1850.
31 Raleigh Register (semiweekly), January 11, 1860i Greensboro Times, cited by People's Press
(Salem, N.C.), March 16, 1860, hereinafter cited as People's Press. The box was addressed to Jesse
Pope, High Point, North Carolina, and when no one came forwe.rd to claim it, the books were burned.
32John Stafford to Thomas Ruffin, January 24, 1860, Hamilton, Ruffin Papers, m. 65-67; North
Carolina Standard, cited by Daily .Herald, January 2, 1860, and by Daily Progress, January 3, 1860;
Salisbury Banner, January 10, 1860; Hillsborough Recorder, January 11, 1860; Chatham County,
Superior Collrt, State Docket, 1849-1~68, Spring Term, 1860, State Archives.
33Levi Coffin, Reminiscences of Levi Coffin, the Reputed President of the Undergrou11d Railroad

I'

(Cincinnati: Western Tract Society, 1876; New York: Augustus M. Kelley, 1968). 228-229; Noble J,
Tolbert, '1Da.niel Worth: Tar Heel Abolitionist," North Carolina Historical Review, XXXIX (July,
!
1962), 284-304; Johnson, ''Abolitionist !Ylissionary Activ5ties in North Carolina," 305·320.
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Daniel Worth (ca. 1795-1863) was one of the principal casualties of public reaction in North Carolina to the Brown Raid. During the two years following his return to the state Worth had openly violated state l~w without official reprisal. The Brown
Raid was the catalyst that resulteQ. in the enforce1nent of the law against Worth and others. Photograph courtesy No1th Carolina Collection.

slavery in strong language, Worth was not molested until the violent excitement
that followed the John Brown foray of October, 1859."
Worth was arrested on December 23, 1859, under a warrant from Judge
Romulus M. Saunders on the charge of circulating and selling copies of The Impending Crisis and of uttering language in the pulpit calculated to make slaves
and free Negroes dissatisfied with their condition, in violation of the slave law of
1830. The next day a hearing was held before a magistrate's court, and the court
ordered that Worth be detained for trial at the next session of superior court. 35
MDaniel Worth to Gamaliel Bailey, July 5, 1859, National Era, August 4, September 29. 1859.
Rumors and newspaper reports had been circulated to the effect that Brown's correspondence
revealed that Worth had been in communication with Brown and that Worth had expressed sympathy for Brown. Worth denied these reports but was convinced that Brown's raid led to his troubles. See Daily Progress, December 20, 1859; Times, January 14, 1860; North Carolina Standard
(semiweekly), December 10, 17, 20, 1859; A. W. Ingold to \Villiam W. Holden, editor of North
Carolina Standard (semiweekly), December 17, 1859; Daniel Worth to S.S. Jocelyn, December 21,
1859, January 23, 1860, American Missionary Association Correspondence, Amistad Research Center, Dillard University, New Orleans, hereinafter cited as AMA Correspondenc~.
35
There was little local sympathy in Guilford and Randolph counties with the proslavery hostility
in North Carolina against Worth. John Bro\vn 's Raid tended to in_cite feeling against Worth which his
enemies had not been able to arouse earlier. Similarly, all efforts to have action brought against missionaries McBride and-Crooks failed until the controversy concerning the Compromise of 1850 tended to create hostility against them. It was also the excitement of the election of 1856 that led to the
expulsion of Benjamin Hedrick, a member of the faculty of the University of North Carolina. Monty
Woodall Cox, "Freedom during the Fremont Campaign: the F'ate of One North Carolina Republican
in 1856," North Carolina Historical Reuiew; XLV (OctOber, 1958), 357-383. See also American
Missionary (New York), II (January, '1858), 21-22; North Carolina Presbyterian (Fayetteville),
January 15, 1858, September 17, Octobcr-29, December 17, 1859, hereinafter cited as North Carolina
Presbyterian; National Era, September 29, 1859; Carolina Watchman, June 21, July 5, December 20,
18.59; Washington Dispatch, December 7, 1859, cited by North Carolina Presbyterian, Decembe~ 17,
1859; correspondent of New Yark Herald, December 30, 1859, cited by Nctional Anti-Slavery
Standard, January 7, 1860; North Carolina Standard, December 28, 1859, cited by Liberator,
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One week after the magisterial hearing in Guilford County a citizen of Randolph
County wrote to Governor Ellis concerning the information he possessed of the ,
fact that Worth had circulated copies of The Impending Crisis in that county. j
He also reported rumors that Worth was suspected of storing at the home of one/
of his associates a box that might cor1tain guns, and he sought an.investigation in I
Randolph County before Worth was discharged from the Guilford jail. The gover- :
nor requested Judge John M. Dick of Randolph to investigate the facts and make
a search for arms and incendiary publications." On January 12 Worth was
arrested in the Greensboro jail on Judge Dick's warrant, and after a hearing he
was held for trial at the Randolph County Superior Court. 37 Worth was tried and
convicted in both Randolph and Guilford counties and was released on bail after
appealing his case to the state supreme court. He left North Carolina, forfeiting
bail, which his northern sympathizers redeemed."
The arrest of Worth was quickly followed by the arrest of others in Guilford
and Randolph counties for circulating The Impending Crisis. Three of those
arrested, Jesse H. Wheeler, Thomas Turner, and Jonathan Harris, were considered to be disciples of Worth. Many other residents of North Carolina fled the
state after learning that warrants had been issued for their arrest. The Reverend
Daniel Wilson, a missionary for the American Missionary Association, departed
hastily upon hearing that he had been indicted by a grand jury. He was of the
opinion that his indictment came as a result of the antislavery constitution
which he had printed for the United Christian Church of North Carolina. The
Reverend Alfred Vestal, father of George W. Vestal, fled to Indiana when he
heard that a warrant for his arrest on charges similar to those against Worth had
been issued. in both Randolph and Guilford counties."
The Brown raid caused almost all southern states, including North Carolina,
to direct attention toward the legal status of the free Negro after reports circulated in Maryland and elsewhere that four of the five blacks who participated
January 6, 1860; Mary Short to S. S. Jocelyn, January 13, 1860; Daniel Worth to Lewis Tapparl;

December 26, 1859, George C. Mendenhall to Lewis Tappan, February 4, 1860, AMA Correspondence; Daily Progress, January 2, 1860.
36
John T. Harriss to Gov. John W. Ellis, December 30, 1859; John W. Ellis to John T. Harriss,
January 4, 1859; John W. Ellis to Judge John M. Dick, January 4, 1860, all in Noble J. Tolbert (ed.),
The Papers of ,John Willis Ellis (Raleigh: State Department of Archives and 1-Iistory, 2 volumes,
1964), I, 340-341, II, 342-343, hereinafter cited as Tolbert, Ellis Papers.
"Huldah Worth to S.S. Jocelyn, Janua!"J 18, 1860; Mary Short to S.S. Jocelyn, January 13, 1860,
AMA Correspondence.
uareensboro Patriot, April 6 1, 1860; New York Tribune, April 12, May 8, 1860; Daily Progress,
April 5, May 8, 1860; Daniel Worth to George W. Julian, February 6, 1860, Giddings-Julian Collection, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.; American Missionary, IV (June, 1860), 128; Daniel
Worth to Dear Sir, May 17, 1860, Personal Miscellany Collection, Libraey of Congres3; Daniel Worth
to Huldah Worth, July 11, 1860, North Carolina Collection, Greensboro Public Library, Greensboro.
"John M. Dick to John W. Ellis, January 6, 1860, Tolbert, Ellis Papers, IT, 344. Wheeler had been
in communication with Helper and ordered 100 copies of The Impending Crisis, but he rejected a request that he become a member of the Republican National Committee. His case was compromised
cou~. costs and leave the state. Bailey, Hinton Rowan Helper, 53, 57;
Johnson, "Abolitionist Missionary Activities in North Carolina," 315; Times, January 14, 1860;
Daily Herald, December 31, 1859; A Fr.es~ Catalogue of Southern Outrages, 48; Daniel Wilson 1w
S. S. Jocelyn, March 25, 1860, AMP. Correspondence. Wilson reported to the AMA that "Brown's
course in Virginia gave rise" to the difficulties he experienced in missionary work. Wilson believed he
1
would have "gotten along in some Sort but ior the excite~ent raised about Brown." See above-cited
letter· of March 25, 1860; Garrison, The New "Reign Of Terror" in the Slar;eholding States, 11~.
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA,}
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NOW IN CASE THE SAID ~q~·--·:.L.~'"
doth well and traly prosecute 4'
said appeal 1"ith etrect, or in case
4.._
fail and
be cast the.rein, sha.11 well and tru1y pa.y 'atl such ~ costs and charges, as shall be awarded.
against
/.&..-. by the said Supl'eme Court, and also fulfil and pertonn the sentence, judgment
and decree of the"aaid Court, then the above obligation to be null and void; otherwise to remain in full
force and virtue.
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Bond of Daniel Worth, Henry Northern[?]; and Obed C. Anthony in the amount of $400, given to
the state of North Carolina on April 28, 1860,' follov1ing Worth's conviction in the Superior Court of

Guilford County and his subsequent pending 8.ppeal to the North Carolina Supreme Court. From
State v, Daniel Worth, 52 N.C. 488 (.June, 1860), Case ?-lo. 8125, Supre1ne Court Original Cases,
1800·1809, Box 319, Archives, Division of Archives and History, Raleigh.
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Free Negroes Lewis Sheridan Leary (left), a former reaidt:,!nt of Fayetteville, end his
nephew John Armstrong Copeland (right), a native of Raleigh, accompanied John Brown
on his infamous foray. Leary was killed during the raid, and Copeland was captured and
later hanged. Photograph of Leary from Hughes, I\1eltzer, and Lincoln, A Pictorial History
of Blackamericar.s, p. 152; of Copeland from Bruce Roberts, Harper's Ferry in Pictures

(Charlotte: McNally, 1960), unpaged.

in the raid were originally from the South. David Walker, who wrote the infamous Walker's Appeal in 1829, was born in Wilmington, North Carolina, of a
free Negro mot.her; Lewis Leary, one of the Negroes who joined John Brown's
raid, had moved to Ohio from Fayetteville only a few years before; and John A.
Copeland, another Negro member of the band, had been born free in Raleigh. As
early as 1852 a slaveholder had observed to a relative "how very sensiti-1e" Nortp
Carolinians were "on the subject ofnegro insurrection."" That two native blacks
accompanied Brown to Virginia greatly alarmed many residents of the state.
The North Carolina General Assembly during its session of December, 1858, to
February, 1859, considered a bill to remove free Negroes from the state but did
not adopt the measure." The failure of this bill to become law took much of the
enthusiasm out of the program to renew the contest in 1860. The North Carolina
Presbyterian urged that Negroes not be made to bear the blame for the
villainous conspiracy because of prejudice since many blacks were guiltless and
"°National Era, October 27, 1859; John Hope Franklin, The Free Negro in North Carolina, 1790-

1860 (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1943), 64, hereinafter cited as Franklin, Fre.e
Negro in North Carolina; North Carolina Presbyterian, October 29, 1859; Stephen B. Oetes, Tp
Purge This Land with Blood: A Biography of John Brown (New York: Harper and Row, 1970), 268;
Johnson, Ante-Bellum North Carolina, 521; James C. Johnston to William S. Pettigrew, December
27, 1852, Pettigrew Family Papers,· Southern Historical Co_llection, University of North Carolirla
Library, Chapel Hill. Ironically, David \Valker had died in Boston in 1830.
'
41
Franklin, Free Negro in North Carolina, 213-216.
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had proved faithful." The Washington (N.C.) Dispatch agreed that both slaves
and free Negroes were "perfectly manageable by wholesome discipline." Every
free Negro as well as every slave should be "compelled to pursue some regular,
lawful business," the editor said."
The Daily Progress of New Bern was one newspaper that took a strong stand
for firm measures against the free Negro. In December, 1859, the editor reprinted
a communication which had appeared in the North Carolina Planter at the time
of the legislative debate in 1858. The correspondent declared the free blacks to
be "the meanest people" among 'the citizenry and implored society to "get rid of
such nuisances." The editor of the Daily Progress stated that he fully agreed
with the view that free Negroes should be expelled from the stat~." The North
Carolina Standard, which had described free Negroes in North Carolina in 1850
as "vicious, idle, and disorderly, and therefore a deadweight on the body
politic," became more moderate after the Brown raid. Editor W. W. Holden,
however, urged that "no addition to their number" should be permitted. "We
would advise nothing in relation to this unfortunate race of a harsh or unjust
character," he added."
In 1860 a group of citizens of Currituck County urged the General Assembly to
expel free Negroes or force them into slavery. The Currituck petitioners declared
that the state's first duty was to provide all necessary means to ward off the
threatened danger of a half-slave, half-free Negro population." Nothing came of
the petition, and. it was the only one ever initiated. The Detroit Tribune,
however, reported that thirty blacks from North Carolina, traveling in a group,
had crossed into Canada because they feared being reduced to slavery in their
native state. 47
A moderate attitude was also taken in North Carolina concerning the discipline of the slave. The Washington (N.C.) Dispatch expressed the opinion that
"duty to the slave" positively obliged every owner to provide discipline." The
Daily Progress conceived that the most urgent situation requiring attention in
New Bern was the custom of allowing slaves to hire their own time. It was doing
great injury to the slave property and should be prevented by an ordinance, the
editor declared. The Spirit of the Age added that this same problem' "might
justly claim the .attention of the City Fathers of Raleigh.""
The count.y and city patrols secured more attention in public discussion. The
Citizen of Murfreesboro urged that no time be lost in organizing patrols in every
u North Carolina Presbyterian, October 29, 1859.
43
Washington Dispatch, cited by Carolina Watchman, November 29, 1859.
"Daily Progress, December 21, 1859, citing North Carolina Planter (Richlands, Onslow County),

August 28, 1858.
.
0 North Carolina Standard, November 6, 1850; North Carolina Standard (semiweekly), December
3, 1859.
"Petition of the Citizens of Currituck County, North Carolina, to the Assembly of North Carolina,
presented to the House of Commons on December 4, 1E60, manuscript in Legislative Papers of North
Carolina, 1770-1860, House of Commons, Petitions, Regular SL.>ssion, 1860-1861, Box LP 772, :
hereinafter cited as Legislative Papefs. ·
41
Detroit Tribune, cited by Liberator, April 6, i8€0.
48
Washington Dispatch, cited by Carolina Watch"lan, November 29, 1859.
~
•~Daily Progress, cited in Spirit of the Age (Raleigh), Decemba.t 21, 1859, hereinafter cited as Spirit '

I
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of the Age.
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county. The North Carolina Standard expressed similar views. It was considered
to be of vital importance that the patrol laws be strictly enforced and that the
patrollers, many of whom were nonslaveholders, should be firmly upheld in tlie
performance of their duty. There were also niany demands for new laws, an'd
when the General Assembly met in 1860, additional legislation was enacted to
I
,
control the free Negro and slave. 50
Southerners were much more uneasy concerning the immigration of free
Negroes irito their states. Transient blacks from the North or from abroad were
almost always sailors on ships bringing cargo into southern ports. Since the Denmark Vesey uprising in 1822 the South had tried to control these seamen while in
southern ports. The Wilmington Aurora had urged for many years the adoption
of laws barring free black sailors from debarking in North Carolina." In August,
1859, before the Harpers Ferry raid, the schooner George Harris docked in
Wilmington to release cargo. Later, while on the passage from North Carolina to
Washington, D.C., a Wilmington slave was· discovered on board. The ship
returned to North Carolina, and, after an investigation, four free Negro members
of the crew were arrested for abducting the slave. The criminal code of North
Carolina permitted the death penalty for aiding in the escape of a slave. The
Negroes were tried in August, one was convicted, two were acquitted, and
another was released because the indictment was faulty. The convicted sailor,
who was a British subject, was granted a new trial; and the sailor released
because of the faulty indictment was re-indicted. After Brown's raid, public sentiment became increasingly hostile toward the prisoners. The fact that the antislavery advocates from the North took an interest in the case caused more excitement. The second trial was heard on March 23, 1860, after much of the furor
had subsided; one of the blacks was found not guilty and the other was held over
to stand trial in September, 1860."

YI

Citizen, November 30, 1859; North Carolina Standard (semiweekly), December 3, 1859; Public

Laws o(North Carolina; 186'0-1861, cc. 34-37.
51
Wilmington Aurora, cited by North Carolina Standard, October 30, 1856.
62 William Tubbs, William Summers, John Williams, and Thomas Lenfield were indicted and tried
at the Fali, 1859, term of the New Hanover Superior Court. Summers, Williams, and Tubbs were
found not guilty, but 'Tubbs was re-indicted; Lenfield was found guilty but was granted a new trial.
At the Spring, 1860, term of superior court, Tubbs was again found not guilty but re-indicted. Lenfield petitioned for a change of venue, and his case was-removed to the "next Superior Court of Law
to be held for the County of Onslow." Bonds were posted for Lenfield and for the appearance of the
slave John as a state witness. The extant Onslow County court records show that Lenfield appeared
in that county in May, 1860, but could not be tried for lack of a witness's testimony. Lenfield was ordered to reappear for trial at the September, 1860, term of the Ons~o\v County Superior Court, but the
extant records do not reflect that a trial was held then or subsequently. At the Fall, 1860, term of the
New Hanover Superior Court William Tubbs was found not guilty and released. See New Hanover
County Superior Court, Minute Docket, 1856-1868, Fall Term, 1859, Spring and Fall Terms, 1860;
Onslow County Superior Court, Minute Docket, 1853-1863, Spring Term, 1860. See also Daily
Herald, November 1, 1859; National Era, September 22, 1859; liberator, January 13, 1860; Revised
Code of North Carolina, 1854, c. 34, s. 11. The northern abolitionists secretly employed George C.
Mendenhall, an· antislavery lawyer from Guilford County, to represent the two blacks in the second
trial. George C. Mendenhall to Lewis Tappan, November 6, 11, December 20, 1859, February 4, 1860,
AMA Correspondence. Mendenhall wS:s fow1d on the bank of the Uwharrie Rive:< in Randolph
County ·on March 10, 1860. He \vas ret'uming from an appearance at the Stanly County Superior
Court and apparently drowned while crossing the. rain-swollen stream. People's Press (S~lem),

March 16, 23, 1860; Daily Herald, March 17, 1860; Iredell Express, March 23, 1860.
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George C. Mendenhall, prominent Quaker attorney of
Jamestown, was secretly retained by northern abolitionists to defend two free Negro meru.bers of the ·crew of
the schooner George Ha"is who were charged with
abducting a slave from Wilmington in August, 1859.
Mendenhall accidentally drowned on March 9, 1860,
before the second trial of the two men took place. Photograph reproduced from daguerreotype in the Quaker
Collection, Guilford College Library, Greens\Joro; used
by permission.
·

In the months that followed the Harpers Ferry raid, much of the South was in
near panic because of fear that arsonists would set the torch to their cities. North
Carolina experienced some of this uneasiness. Reports of mysterious fires in the
vicinity of Charles Town and Harpers Ferry set the atmosphere for the anxiety
North Carolinians experienced in November." During the first week of that
month a fire destroyed a grocery store in Raleigh. Although the cause was not
known, it was assumed that the fire had been started by rats. After the store
owner's son lost his home by fire during the following week, authorities became
convinced that an arsonist was at work." When it was learned that the clerk of
the court at Charles ToWI1, Virginia, had received an anonymous letter threatening to burn down every southern city if John Brown were harmed, the fear of i
arsonists increased. The North Carolina Whig of Charlotte called upon town
authorities to see that an efficient police force was secured· and that every
suspicious person was closely watched." The excitement reached its apex late in,
November when the old Methodist church of Salisbury, which had been recently
occupied by a Negro congregation, was burned. The editor of the Salisbury
Banner warned local citizens: "The recent and frequent occurrence of conflagrations in different portions of the South is certainly strange; and it behooves us to
be more vigilant and better prepared for such occurrences.""
.!.lSpirit of the Age, November 23, 1859; Wilmington ,Tournal, November 25, 1859.
Democratic Press (Raleigh), November 5, 1859; Daily Progress, November 10 .. 1859; Daily
Herald, November 5, 1859.
"North Carolina \Vhig, November 29, 1859.
56 Salisbury Banner, November 29, .1859; Carolina Watchman, November 29, 1859; Fayetteuille
Observer, November 28, 1859; Spirit of the Age, December 7, 1859.
54

t

I

'1

The differences between the two ·counties of Guilford 'and Rowan, both situated within the
Salisbury court district, are striking. Rowan was strongly Democratic, and Guilford was a Whig
stronghold. Rowan responded to the Brown raid with the emotion of a revolutionary mob, but.
Guilford had to be forced to take action ri.gainst suspicious individuals. Probably Burton Craige, the
states' rights editor of the Democratic Western Carolinian, did more to stir up mob spirit thRn any•
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Early in 1860 an extensive fire broke out in Elizabeth City, and the mayor
responded by offering a reward of $140 for the arrest and conviction of the incendiary. In the same year Charlotte was swept by fire for the second time within.a
month. The- newspapers, which were quite sensitive to the danger, reported
several other fires." Although many editors were convinced that the fires were
the work of lurking arsonsists, no evidence was uncovered that could be used for
prosecution.
The Harpers Ferry affair brought a demand from the citizens and press that
the state and communities be prepared to handle any similar crisis in North
Carolina with an adequate defense. The militia service established by law earlier
in the century was practically defunct. Demands multiplied throughout the
state for a ~eorganization of the militia. Since volunteer companies could be
organized to meet the demands of the emergency, many municipalities and
counties took advantage of the first flush of enthusiasm to recruit militiamen.
Some volunteer companies were already in existence, and other communities
were urged to develop a similar military spirit."
In November two volunteer companies were organized in Halifax County. The
Murfreesboro Citizen expressed gratitude for this development inasmuch as
there was hardly an effective military organization in the whole of eastern North
other resident of Rowan County. During the period of Brown's raid and the ensuing crisis the Piedmont's gold-mining activities were centered in Rowan, and many nonslaveowning miners were drawn
to the goldfields. These whites competed with slaves whose labor was hired out at the mines. Rowan
had fewer slaves than the adjacent counties of Iredell and Mecklenburg, but the industrial production of Rowan's slaves was greater. Propertyless whites hated the slaves with whom they compet~d as
well es free black artisans who were employed for wages less than white artisans would accept. The
Rowan artisans were the only white laborers that protested against black mechanics when the question was first agitated in 1850. See "A Memorial praying the enactment of laws to protect and encourage the mechanics of North Carolina," presented to the House of Commons on January 13, 1851,
manuscript in Legislative Papers, House of Commons, Regular Session, 1850-1851, Petitions, in Box
LP 652, State Archives. See also James S. Brawley, The Rowan Story, 1753-1953, A Narrative
History of Rowan County, North Carolina (Salisbury: Rowan Printing Company, 1953), 160, 163,
173; Fletcher M. Green, "Gold Mining: A Fo?gotten Industry of Ante-Bellum North Carolina,"
North Carolina Historical Review, XIV (January, April, 1937), Pt. I, 1-19; John Hope Franklin, "The
Free Negro in the Economic Life of Ante-Bellum North Carolina," North Carolina Historical Review,
XIX (July, 1942), 253, 256. Guilford County was the center of a remnant of a large eighteenthcentury Quaker colony. The Quakers opposed slavery, and in the 1830s they bad been the centra"l
force in the antislavery movement in the county. Although the Methodists and Presbyterians were
more numerous in Guilford in 1850, the Quakers exercised an influence against slavery that at least
matched their numbers. The Presbyterians represented the power structtire in the county and, as
Whigs, held most of the public offices. The \Vhigs opposed agitation of the sectional controversy.
Although slaveholders also had a diSproportionate influence in relation to their numbers, the number
of slaveholders was declining. See Roberta Gail O'Brien, "War and Social Change: An Analysis of
Community Power Structure, Guilford County, North Cnrolina" (unpublished doctoral dissertation,
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 1976); Sallie W. Stockard, The History of Guilford
County, North Carolina (Knoxville, Tenn.: Gaut-Ogden Company, 1902), 48-50. l\Iecklenburg
County was similar to Rowan County in that it reacted to Brown's foray with only slightly less
emotionalism.
57
Raleigh Register (semiweekly), February 25, 1860; Iredell Express, February 24, 1860; People's
Press, March 16, 1860. It is possible that during the crisis the press incited the public by the simple
act of reporting all of the fires that occurred, which it had neglected to do in normal times. During
World War I public opinion was incited to a fear of industrial sabotage by a reporting in the press of
fues and explosions which were norm'al under the circumstances.
"The Washington Di..,patch believed that the Fayetteville volunteer companies were the oldest in
the statej nevertheless, the editor of the Fayetteville North Carolinian considered the local companie1:1 very deficient. Washington Dispatch, cited by North Carolinian, October 29, 1859.
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Carolina. The editor considered a well-disciplined military company to be essential in the crisis because Murfreesboro's families and property, situated on the
Virginia border, were in daily peril. None knew at what moment their home~
might be invaded and the "women and children ... massacred in cold blood at
.the dead hour of night.'"' The North Carolina .Whig called for the citizens of
Mecklenburg County to meet in Pineville to organize a volunteer company to defend their "homes and fire-sides from the incendiary and murderous attacks of
Northern abolitionists." A company was organized and elected officers a week
later."' A similar meeting was called in Wilmington, which was supported by the
Wilmington Herald. The editor viewed these measures as absolutely necessary
in order for local residents to maintain their rights and defenq themeelves. He
felt the Harpers Ferry affair should have opened the eyes of the blindest in their
midst. 61 By December, 1859, the Murfreesboro Citizen could report that the
movement to organfae volunteer companies was under way in almost every quarter of the state."
The Harpers Ferry foray, which evoked martial spirit, southern chivalry, and
chauvinism, was relied upon to keep up the enthusiasm in the volunteer companies and to get citizens to report for drill. But the number who reported
regularly for drill practice dwindled away as more and more attention was
focused on the impending presidential election. 63
Many citizens were not willing to settle for voluntary companies for
protection-they wanted to organize a new, effective state militia. This need was
discussed in the press." When representatives of a citizens' meeting in Chatham
County sent Governor Ellis resolutions requesting a special session of the
legislature to adopt a new military Jaw, the governor, while conceding that the
state's militia system was completely prostrated, insisted that the existing Jawenforcement provisions would be-entirely adequate until the regular session of
the General Assembly could calmly draft a Jaw that would serve a purpose
beyond the emergency. The governor made similar responses to other
petitioners." By the time the Gene!al·Assembly met in November, 1860, the ex-

5

~Citizen,

November 23, 1859 .
North Carolina Whig, November 29, December 13, 1859.
61
Daily Herald, December 15, 1859. By the middle of December, 1859, a citizens' meeting took
steps to organize companies in both flertford County and Murfreesboro. The reason given at the
meeting for the measures taken was that the nonslaveholding states were contrOlled by a spirit of
fanaticism which was determined to incite slaves to insurrection. Citizen, December 23, 1859.
62 Citizen, December 7, 1859.
6.1 Hillsborough Recorder, April 11, 1860; Iredell Express, December 16, 1859; Democrat, December
24, 1859, cited by Asheville News, January 5, 1860.
64 Wilmington Journal, December 8, 1859.
~H. \V. Abernethy and others to Gov .•John W. Ellis, December 17, 1859; John W. Ellis to H. W.
Abernethy and others, December 23, 1859, in North Carolina Standard, cited by North Carolina
Whig, January 3, 1860; John W. Ellis to Hugh Waddell and others, January 10, 1860, in North
Carolina Whig, January 24, 1860; Tolbert, Ellis Papers, I, 337, 345; II, 351, 348-350. On July 11, 1860,
a military convention for the state of Nofth Carolina was ·held in Goldsboro. A committee was estnblished to draft a military code for jJreseritation to the next General Assembly. It was also resolved
that the General Assembly be petitioned to eatablish a system of militnry tactics be.sed on the system
used at West Point a."l.d that a salaried adjutant general be appointed. Daily Herald, June 21, July
14, 1860.
•
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citement had dissipated, and the legislators went no further than to authorize.
and incorporate local militias. 66
Since the 1;.ime of the sectional controversy between the North and the South
which had ended in the Compromise of 1850 a d!scussion of a boycott of northern
· trade and nonintercourse with the North had occupied the attention of th~
southern press. The attention given to commercial boycott, the development of
southern industries, and direct trade with Europe had greater support from
public opinion after Brown's raid and led to a deeper commitment to a program
of action than at any time in the past. Before a week had elapsed following the
drama at Harpers Ferry the Daily Progress was urging a selective boycott on
northern trade. "No Southern merchant should buy a dollar's worth ofmercbandise from a nigger freedom shrieking abolitionist under any circumstance,"
declared the editor. 67 When the Richmond Whig recommended a general boycott
of northern trade and the Richmond merchants moved to take action, the
proposal met with general support in North Carolina. Even the moderate
Carolina Watchman approved of the action and suggested that the North would
"listen to reason, and endeavor to put down the fanatics and abolitionists" when
she saw her trade with the South giving way. Proposals for home manufacturing
did not divide North Carolina along party lines as did other measures taken to
ensure safety and welfare after the Harpers ferry affair." The Charlotte Bulletin
believed nonintercourse to be "absolutely right and indispensably necessary";
and, if strictly enforced, it would be "productive of incalculable good to the
South." These remarks met with favorable response in the Piedmont region. The
Daily Progress agreed that this was "the only way to stop the infernal whining of
Northern abolitionists"; and the North Carolinian supported the proposal
because the South had been "feeding Northern abolitionists for years," and they
had "grown fat" on southern trade. The Bulletin, pleased that its remarks on
nonintercourse met with such wide approval, implored the merchants to take
steps to implement the proposal.~'
During the last week of December, 1859, the editor of the Asheville News could
state that every North Carolina newspaper so far as he knew was in favor of nonintercourse. Since it was necessary to raise militias, establish vigilance committees, and develop nonintercourse associations against the North, was not the
Union already virtually dissolved, he inquired. "Why continue it longer, if we
can only remain in it with arms in our hands?" he added."
Reports of platoons of agents and "drummers" leaving the South because
business had been withdrawn came from Washington and Baltimore and were
reprinted in many North Carolina newspapers. But the New York Tribune
denied that Brown's raid had had any effect on southern trade." Informed
Private Laws of North Carolina, 1860-1861, cc. 96-102.
Daily Progress, October 22, 1859.
69
North Carolina Whig, November 29, 1859; Carolina Watchman, December 6, 1859; see speech of
Josiah Turner of Orange County, at Whig-American meeting in Granville County, Februa:.r 10, 1860,
in Hillsborough Recorder, February 29, 1860.
fiCharlotte Bulletin, cited by Asheville News, December 22, 1859; Daily Progress, November 30,
1859; North Carolinian, December 3, 1859; Daily Bulletin, December 3, 1859.
1
~ Asheville iVews, December 29, 1859.
11 Asheville News, December 22, 1859; New York 7'ribune, January 21, 1860.
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southerners were aware that any effective nonintercourse had to be tied to a
program of direct importation from Europe.'' Governor Ellis early in 1860 inquired into the possibility of a state subsidy to initiate a program of direct trade
with Antwerp, only to find that any effective trade 'regime would require a joint
project involving all of the South Atlantic states:"
The Piedmont region was the section which contained the most vocal advocates of nonintercourse and the development of home industries. That region
possessed natural resources that could form the basis of a diversified economy.
Railroads had begun to meander through the Piedmont valleys, and textile,
tobacco, and even woolen and paper industries found their most favorable environment in central North Caiolina. The competition from the North, however,
was severe. 7"4

The difficulties involved in efforts to secure economic self-sufficiency did not
dampen the spirits of the North Carolina advocates of home manufacturing;
When it was learned that patriotic groups of women in Richmond had organized
a "home-spun party," the women of Mecklenburg County resolved to work
together in a similar program. A meeting for the same purpose was called by the
ladies of Salisbury." Others advocated that North Carolina should boycott
northern teachers, textbooks, colleges, and journals so that a complete cultural
independence from the North could be established."
The excitement of October and November following the Haipers Ferry affair
aiose. from the uncertainty about the extent of the invasion from the North. After the execution of Brown the South assumed a calmer but more determined
and deeper opposition to the North. This resolute opposition burgeoned from the
image of John Brown as a martyr which developed gradually and glossed over
the crime he had committed. This was more significant because Brown had been
aided by highly respected people in the North. The climax of this martyrdom
was reached in December, 1859, when commemoration services were held for
Brown in the North. References to the humanity and disinterested benevolence
72

"Southem Rights" to Editor, North Carolinian, December 10, 1859.
Blondeel Van Cuelebroeck, envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary from Belgium to
the United States, to Gov. John W. Ellis, March 30, 1860, Tolbert, Ellis Papers; II, 408-409.
"Joseph Carlyle Sitterson, "Economic Sectionalism in .Ante-Helium North Carolina," North
Carolina Historical Reuiew, XVI (April, 1939), 142-143; Frederick Law Olmsted, A Journey in the
Seaboard Slave States (New York: Dix and Edwards, 1856), 363, hereinafter cited as Olmsted, Journey in the Seaboard Slave States; Roland B. Eutsler, "The Cape Fear and Yadkin Valley Railroad,"
North Carolina Historical Review, II (October, 1925), 430; Margaret W. Morris, "The Completion of
the Western North Carolina Railroad: Politics of Concealment," North Carolina Historical Review,
lJI (July, 1975), 258; C. K. Brown, ''A History of the Piedmont Railroad Company,'' North Carolina
13
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Historical Reuiew, III (April, 1926), 199·201; Richard W. Griffin and Diffee W. Standard, "The Cotten Textile Industry in Ante-Bellum North Carolina, Pait II: An Era of Boom and Consolidation,
18.10-1860," North Carolina Historical Review, XXXIV (April, 1957), 159; Joseph Clarke Robert,
"The Tobacco Industry in Ante-Bellum North Carolina," North Carolina Historical Reuiew, V
(April, 1938), 124.
75 Daily Herald, January 3, 1860; Asheville News, December 22, 1859; Salisbury Banner, cited by
Asheuillc News, January 19, 1860.
'fliSee Ed. J. Aston, "A Card" in Asheville News, January 19, 1860; editorial, "Stop Them All," in
Daily Progress, December 23, 1859; editorial, "Northern School Books," in Asheville News, January
26, 1860; Francis L. Hawks to David L. SWain, December 9, 1859, Jenuary 3, 1860, David L. Swain to
Francis Ha,vks, Januaey 13, 1860, John W. Ellis to David L. Swain, January 18, 1860, all in David
Lowry Swain Papers, Sou them Historical Collection.
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Pencil dra\\•ing of John Brown by an unidentified artist. From John Gray Blount Papers, Box P .C. 193.83,

State Archives .
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of Brown echoed from the pulpits of churches in Providence, Rhode Island, New
York, Cleveland, Chicago, and other northern cities. These eulogies were particularly dismaying because many in the South viewed the Harpers Ferry insurrection as a practical application of such sermons. 77 Southerners were prone
to forget that these sermons, though numerous, represented only a small portion
of the northern pulpits.
The people of North Carolina were made more conscious of social cleavages in
white society by Brown's raid. The publication cf Hinton Rowan Helper's The
Impending Crisis in 1857 had called attention to the divergence of interest between slaveholders and nonslaveholders. Helper's main hostility toward slavecy
was a consequence of his belief that the institution decreased the opportuniti~s
of poor whites who competed with the Negro. Brown had anticipated that the
nonslaveholders would sympathize with his cause, and, as a result, the yeoman
farmers and nonslaveholding population fell under a cloud of suspicion. The
suspicion was well founded. In 1857 Frederick Law Olmsted had reporced the
strong feeling against the institution of slavery and the slaveholder. among the
poor whites when he traveled through Piedmont North Carolina." At the time.of
71 See reference to the sermons in Asheuille News, December 22, 1850; Citizen, December 7, 1859;
Iredell Express, December 9, 1859. At an organizational meeting of an auxiliary of the Church AntiSlavery Society in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, the convention condemned the arrest of Worth and_
urged the president of the United States to interpose the authority of the iederal government to
protect Christian citizens in the South. A copy of the resolutions was sent to Pres. James Buchanan
and to Gov. John W. Ellis. National Era, February 16, 1860.
18 0lm11ted, Journey in the Seaboard Slaue States, 357. For additional evidence of the existence and
strength of the.antislavery sentiment in North Carolina in 1859 see letter to editor from "V," a North
Carolina Republican, on the growth of antish1.very sentiment and Republican politics, dated August
25, 1859, printed in National Era, Septe111ber S. 1859; also, ietter to Evening Post (?-Jew York) from
North Carolina, which argued that the antisla,·ery advocates held the balance of power between the
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Brown's foray, the nonslaveholders were organizing a political revolt against
slaveholders, who dominated the Democratic party. In October, 1859, at Raleigh
they organized a political society known as the Working Men's Association for
the purpose of securing an ad valorem tax on slaves instead of a simple head
tax." Although states' rights conservatives and slaveholders retained control of
the Democratic party, the revived Whig party took up the cause of ad valorem
taxation. The Brown raid, however, arrested the development of the new Whig
party, which prospered when the issues revolved around ad valorem taxation
and internal improvement. Brown's insurrection nationalized the issues, and the
contest shifted ·from ad valorem taxation to the question of security for slavery,
states' rights, and secession." Because of Brown's expedition many Whigs joined
the Democratic party in 1859 and 1860. Without the intervention of Brown and
the interposition of national issues in the state election the Whigs could have
elected a govei:nor in 1860. Politics, not economics, solidified sentiment in favor
of slavery in North Carolina, and "politics was responsible for the complete suppression in behalf of slavery of free thought and free speech."' 1 Brown's invasion
of the South made it clear to supporters of slavery that the ideas of Helper and
Worth threatened to open a class struggle among whites.
North Carolina's Democrats concentrated their efforts on identifying the opposition party in the state with Brown." The North Carolina Council of Sg.te
was in large part respon~ the agitatioi;° of the northern ab.Jilitk>JJ.ist g~s
tion~he disregard for civil rights. The council encouraged state officials to
igi;ore the federal postal law oflii36 ana urged justices of the peace to arrest
strangers who were vendors of merchandiSe;bOCik agents, or traveling lecture.rs.
The ·council was composed of the extreme states' rights wmg of the Democratic
p~lloflts members were slaveholders." It appealed for white unify and

.,---.,

Democrats and Whigs, in National Era, September 29, 1859; HirP.m Horace Hilty, "North Carolina
Quakers and Slavery" (unpublished doctoral dissertation, Duke University, Durham, 1968); John
Michael Shay, "The Antislavery Movement in North Carolina" (unpublished doctoral dissertation,
Princeton University, 1971).
~National Era, December 22, 185G; Henry McGHbe:t \Vag:=.taff; State Rights and Political Parties
in North Carolina, 1776-1861 (Baltimore: .Johns Hopkins Press [Johns Hopkins University Studies in
Historical and Political Science, Series X~~IV·, No. 7-8]. 1906), 109-111.
.
80
Joseph Carlyle Sitterson, The Secession Afoverrfen.t in "J.Vorth Carolina (Chapel Hill: University of
North Carolina Press [James Sprunt'.Studies in History and Political Science, Vol. 23, No. 2), 1939),
151, 153; Avery 0. Craven, The Growth of Southern JVat.ionalism, 1848-1861, Volume VI of A History
of the South edited by Wendell Holmes Stephenson and E. Merton Coulter (Baton Rouge: Louisiana
State University Press and the Littlefield Fund foi- 86uthern History of the University of Texas [projected 10 volumes, 1948-], 1953), 307, 309, 313. In December, 1859, a southern Whig wrote to U.S.
Rep. John Sherman (Ohio) that "John Brown and Helper may do more to build up the Democratic
party than anything that has happened f(Jr years."" A Slaveholder" to John Sherman, December 10,
1859, John Shern1an Papers, Library of Congress.
~ 1 J. G. de Roulhac Hamilton, Party Politics in North Carolina, 1835-1860 (Chapel Hill: Uni\'ersity
of North Carolina Press [James Sprunt Historical Publications, Vol. 15), 1916), 197, 207.
R2 Wilmington Journal, cited by Daily Herald, January 11, 1860; North Carolina Standard, cited by
Fayetteville Observer, January 16, 1860; Clarence Clifford Norton, The Democratic Party in AnteBellum North Carolina, 1835-1861 (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press [James Sprunt
Historical Studies, Vol. 21), 1930), 198-199; l\.1ary Scrogham, The Peaceable Americans of 1860-1861:
A Study in Public Opinion (New York: Longmans, Green and Company, 1921), 15, hereinafter cited
as Scrogham, The Peaceable Americans of 1860-1861.
13 See rerolutions in North Carolina Council of State Journals, GO 125, December 6, 1859. The
resolutions were published in newspapers across the state; see, for instance, North Carolina
Standard, December 10, 1859; Iredell Express, December 16, 1859. The Council of State was comTHE NORTH CAROLINA HISTORICAL REWEW
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the closing of ranks against outside intervention in the South. The council's
message was received with little criticism. John Stafford, in a private letter,
1
charged tha~ at least one member of the council publicly encouraged "th e
lawless procedures used against native citizens who were suspected of circulating
· incendiary literature." No newspaper editor spoke out against the extraordinary
procedures proposed by the council, and only one citizen publicly expressed his
opposition in the press to the council's proposals." On occasion the North
Carolina Standard and Daily Progress added to the incitement by urging lawless
measures against those who were charged with treasonable activities; and
Superior Court Judge Romulus M. Saunders acted with a vigor that went
·
~ '
beyond the demands of state laws."
The ultimate concern for security in North Carolina involved the uncertainty
I
that shrouded the attitude of nonslaveholding whites in a crisis ths.t threatened --}-the social order. It was this which made intervention from the outside dangerous.
Helper's book wounded the pride of North Carolinians, but it was only after ·
Brown's foray that it had the effect of undermining their security. A change in )
the status of blacks threatened nonslaveholders as well as slaveholders. It was
not in the area of dense Negro population that the civil rights of dissenters were
denied but in the Piedmont, where slavery had increased in the last two decades
of the antebellum period and where, conversely, a deep-rooted sentiment still
opposed both slavery and blacks."
posed of John A. Avirett, Onslow County; J. L. Bridgers, Edgecombe County; Josiah T. Granberry,
Perquimans County; P. ~·I. Powell, Richmond County; W. J. Yates, MeC':klenburg County; Jesse A.
Waugh, Forsyth County; and Dr. Columbus Mills, Polk County. North Carolina Standard, December 10, 1859; Tolbert, Ellis Papers, I, lxxxv, n.174.
Avirett owned a plantation near New River Chapel in Onslow County and 128 slaves in 1850. He
was not listed in the Onslow County census of 1860. Joseph P. Brown, The Commonwealth of Onslow: A History (New Bern, N.C.: Owen G. Dunn Co., 1960), 362; Sev~nth Census of the United
States, 1850: North Carolina, Onslow County, Slave Schedule, Vol. 2, pp. 216-219. Bridgers owned
101 slaves and real estate valued at $78,000 in 1860. Eighth Census of the United States, 1860: North
Carolina, Slave Schedule, Vol. 2, pp. 109-110; Population Schedule, Vol. 5, p. 114, hereinafter cited
as Eighth Census, 1860. Robert D. \V. Connor, in North ·carolina: Rebuilding an Ancien't
Commonwealth (New York: American Historical Society, 4 volumes, 1929), ill, 104, describes
Bridgers as an attorney who owned more than 200 slaves. Mills owned 46 sla.ves and real estate
valued at $12,400 in 1860. Eighth Census, 1860: North Carolina, Edgecombe County, Slave
Schedule, Vol. 3, pp. 3-4; Population Schedule, Microfilm Roll 910, p. 3. Powell owned 37 slaves and
real estate valued at $18,000. Eighth Census, 1860: North Carolina, Richmond County, Slave
Schedule, Vol. 4, p. 11; Population Schedule, Vol. 13, p. 6. Waugh owned 22 slaves and real estate
valued at $5,000. Eighth Census, 1860: North Carolina, Forsyth County, Slave Schedule, Vol. 2, p. 1;
Population Schedule, Vol. 6, p. 26. Granberry owned 20 slaves and real estate valued at $10,000.
Eighth Census, 1860: North Carolina, Perquimans County, Slave Schedule, Vol. 3, pp. 31-32; Population Schedule, Vol. 12, p. 88. Yates owned two slaves. Eighth Census, 1860: North Carolina,
Mecklenburg County, Slave Schedule, Vol. 3, p. 53. All census figures from National Archives
manuscript copy, on microfilm in the State Archives.
S4John Stafford cited examples in the Western Democrat of e council member's incitement of
lawlessness. That member was W. J. Yates of Mecklenburg who owned only two slaves. John Stafford to Thomas Ruffin, January 24, 1860, Hamilton, Ruffin Papers, III, 65-67; see Daniel Worth to
S. S. Jocelyn, December 21, 1859, AMA Correspondence, for another private condemnation of the
Council of State; see also Western Demiicrat, December 6, 13, 20, 1859. For criticism of the Council of
State in public print see "B" in Carolina Watchman, Janu1J.ry 17, 1860.
u North Carolina Standard (semiweekly), December 10, 17, 1859; Daily Progress, December 20, 29,
1859, January 4, 1860.
86
Albert Bushnell Hart, Slauery and Abolition, 1831-1841 (New York: Harper & Brothers, 1906),
76. Helper's burning appeal to the poor whites for "No cooperation with Slaveholders in Politics-No
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In North Carolina, as elsewhere in the South, Brown's assault on the institution of slavery gave fire-eaters the upper hand in political affairs at the same
time it denied William Sew11rd the Republican presidential candidacy in 1860. 'f
Brown forced" the South to retreat from any further accommodation with the
North. His message-emphatically clear-persuaded the antislavery advocates
of the North to capitulate to the belief that violence was necessary in order t~
destroy slavery. The response of North Carolina and the South as a whole was
that the "higher law" of abolitionism must be met with the higher law of selfpreservation."
Fellowship with them in Religion-No affiliation with them in Society" was an invitation for open
class antagonism and strife, but it was partially nullified by the action of John Brown. Hinton Rowan
Helper, The Impending Crisis of the South: How to Meet It (New York: A. B. Burdick, [Enlarged
Edition}, 1860), 156. Sen. Robert Toombs of Georgia spoke with some truth in reference to Brown's
raid when he informed the North that "every flash of the electric wires bring ... cheering news from
the mountain tops and our valleys .... They the non-slaveholders say ... this is our question: We
want no mongrel race to degrade our own; and as one man they would meet you upon the border, with
the sword in one hand and the torch in the other." Quoted in John Calvin Reed, The Brothers' War
(Boston: Little, Brown & Co., 1905), 270.
87
ScnJgham, The Peaceable Americans of 1860-1861, 21.
18
Woodward, The Burden of Southern History, 68; Russell Dean Parker, 11 Higher Law: Its Development and Application to the American Antislavery Controversy" (unpublished doctoral dissertation,
University of Tennessee, Knoxville, 1966), 184.
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